
Join Gateway Christian Center
11 Day Biblical Journey to Israel

+ Optional 3 Day Extension to Eilat & Petra

MAY 2nd - 12th, 2015
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Day 1   Saturday, May 2, 2015
Departure 
Our Israel Holy Land tour starts today as we depart Tampa on our way to Israel – 
the Land of the Bible. Our flight departs in the afternoon. Sit back relax and enjoy 
your flight. Get some rest…tomorrow you will be walking where Jesus walked!

Meals included: Meals on Board       
Overnight: On Board                      

Today we arrive at Ben Gurion Airport where you will be met by our airport 
representative to assist you through security & customs. At the arrival hall we will 
meet our Israeli tour guide and your bus driver. We will then ascend to Jerusalem, 
the Holy City of Zion. Upon arriving in Jerusalem, experience a breathtaking 
panoramic view of Jerusalem at Haas Promenade.Continue to our centrally located 
hotel for check in, introduction & welcome dinner. Free time to rest, relax and 
enjoy your first evening in Jerusalem.  Visit King of Kings Prayer Tower for those 
who want to share a cab. Get some rest. Tomorrow will be a big day. 

Day 2 Sunday, May 3, 2015
Arrival in Israel / Jerusalem 

Meals included: Dinner       
Lodging: Leonardo Plaza Jerusalem     

     

Following breakfast we will enter the Old City via the Dung Gate and visit the 
Western Wall (“Wailing Wall”) – the holiest site in Judaism and one of the original 
ancient walls that retained the Temple.  We will continue to the Temple Mount 
archeological excavations. Here we will visit the “Southern Steps” - the 
archaeological reconstruction of the Temple Steps where Jesus walked so often. 
We will visit the unearthed southern end of the western wall, the paved street 
and the Robinson’s Arch. At the Davidson Center museum we will view a 
fascinating documentary of the excavation and a 10 minutes film describing a 
visit of a pilgrim to the second temple – to better understand what the Temple 
was like in Jesus times. Next, we will visit the western wall tunnels running along 
the western wall. We will continue our old city exploration and walk through the 
historic Jewish Quarter and visit the Temple Mt Institute. Afterwards we will Visit 
Mt. Zion,  the Tomb of King David and worship in the Upper Room (Luke 22) - 
the traditional site where Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper and where later Thomas 
cried, "My Lord and my God”. We will end the day at the tower of David museum. 
Return to our hotel for dinner. In the evening we will enjoy some free time at the 
Ben Yehuda Street to experience the authentic Jerusalem restaurants and shops.

Meals included: Full Buffet Breakfast and Dinner
Lodging: Leonardo Plaza Jerusalem     

Day 3 Monday, May 4, 2015

Temple Mount Archeological Excavations / Southern Steps / 
Davidson Center / Western Wall Tunnels /Jewish Quarter/ 
Mt. Zion/ Upper Room / Tower of David Museum

Garden Tomb, where we will celebrate the resurrection with a time of communion 
and prayer (Luke 23). We then depart the old City of Jerusalem, and head to the new 
city to visit the Shrine of the book at the Israel museum, where the Dead Sea scrolls 
are housed. We will then say our Goodbye to Jerusalem and drive to the lowest place 
on earth - the Dead Sea. We will drive along the shores of the Dead Sea and arrive at 
our hotel to relax and have dinner, located on the shores of the Dead Sea.

Following early breakfast, We will visit The High Priest Caiaphas’ House where 
we will see the steps Jesus walked on to the place where he was held before his
crucifixion. Next, we will head to the top of the Mount of Olives to stand where 
the Lord ascended into heaven (Acts 1). From the Mount of Olives we take in a
breathtaking panoramic view of the city across the Kidron Valley to the Eastern 
Gate where the Prince of Peace will enter (Ezekiel 44). We will take the Palm 
Sunday Road down to the Garden of Gethsemane where we will see 2,000 year
old olive trees that date back to the time of Christ. We will then continue to the 

Meals included: Full Buffett Breakfast and Dinner
Lodging: Daniel Dead Sea

Day 4 Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mount of Olives / Garden of Gethsemane / Garden Tomb / 
Abraham’s Tent/ Shrine of the book / Dead Sea 

After breakfast we will drive along the shores of the Dead Sea to visit one of the most 
spectacular sites in Israel – the 1,500 feet mountaintop fortress of Masada. Built by 
King Herod, Masada is famous for being the last stronghold of the Jewish rebellion 
against the Romans. We will ascend to Masada by cable car and discover the 1st 
century Synagogue, Herod’s Bathhouse and many other sites. Be sure to bring your 
sunglasses and hat.  Next we will visit the oasis of Ein Gedi, where David hid in a 
cave when running from Saul (1 Samuel 23). It was here that David composed 
several of his Psalms. *Please note, you can stop at the first waterfall which is not 
strenuous. But for those adventuress types, you will not want to miss climbing to the 
top waterfall!  Afterwards, we will return back to our hotel and enjoy relaxing free 
time at our wonderful Dead Sea resort hotel, conveniently located on the shores of 
the Dead Sea. Walk to the beach and float in the salty water of the Dead Sea and 
take a dip in the beautiful swimming pool of our resort hotel. You can also take this 
opportunity to enjoy the Dead Sea famous mud and mineral treatments at our hotel's 
spa. After dinner we will gather for a meeting to hear our guest speaker.  

Meals included: Full Buffett Breakfast and Dinner       
Lodging: Daniel Dead Sea
Optional: Daniel resort - spa, mud and mineral treatments 

Day 5 Wednesday, May 6, 2015

Masada/ Ein Gedi / Free Time to float & enjoy the resort
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Day 6   Thursday, May 7, 2015

Qumran / Beth Shean / Sea of Galilee 
After breakfast we will enjoy a little free time in our hotel. Around 10am we will 
check out from our hotel and head north. Our first visit will be Qumran, where we 
will walk through the ruins of this ancient Essene community. In this spot, an amazing 
cache of ancient biblical texts were discovered in 1947 - commonly called the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. We will have lunch here and plenty of shopping for Dead Sea Products.  
Afterwards, we will continue through the Jordan Valley and the Beth Shean valley to 
the ancient city of Beth Shean (Mark 5.20, 7.31) for a visit of this remarkable 
archeological site. This is where Saul and Jonathan’s bodies were hung on the city 
gates. We will continue north and arrive at the Sea of Galilee and our Kibbutz hotel,  
located on the western shores of the Sea of Galilee. Enjoy a free evening to walk 
along the shores of the Sea of Galilee and experience the place where Jesus spent most 
of his ministry. Walk the beautiful grounds and enjoy the peacefulness of Galilee. 
We invite you to bring your Bible and join the Bible study held nightly with Cathy 
Bentley. Come and enjoy the fellowship and teachings!

Meals included: Full Buffett Breakfast and Dinner 
Lodging: Sea of Galilee, Kibbutz Nof Genosar

Day 7   Friday, May 8, 2015

Jordan River Baptism /Capernaum / Mount of Beatitudes / 
Capernaum Farms Olive Oil / Lunch in Kibbutz Ein Gev / 
Sail on the Sea of Galilee / “Jesus Boat” 
After breakfast we will begin the day at Yardenit the wonderful baptismal site on 
the Jordan River for those who want to be baptized by Pastor Rob. You will 
receive a certificate for the Baptismal. What a Holy Ghost time of rejoicing it will 
be as you realize this is the same place where Jesus was baptized by John. We will 
then visit the Mount of Beatitudes (Matt. 5,6,7,8), where Jesus preached the Sermon
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on the Mount and where the famous chapel, constructed in 1939 by the noted 
architect Antonio Barluzzi is located. As we enjoy the breathtaking view and 
beautiful grounds, you can picture Jesus speaking here on the hill. We will then 
continue on our journey to the 2,000 year old remains of Capernaum (Matt. 4.13 
13.54, 17.24, Luke 7, Mark 1.2, John 4.46-54). Here we can stand in what is left of 
the synagogue in which Jesus ministered! It was from this city that Jesus did most 
of his Galilean ministry, where he performed many miracles, and where Peter's 
mother-in-law lived and was healed. You will be standing where Jesus was! 
Afterwards, we will continue to Kibbutz Ein Gev where we can enjoy a “St Peter’s 
Fish” lunch. At the same Kibbutz, we will visit an Olive Oil Farms outlet, where 
there will be a demonstration of Eco Olea olive Oil, green cleaning, Gourmet 
tasting of extra virgin olive oils and experience olive oil based, natural cosmetics.  
There is something for everyone! We will then board a wooden boat and sail on 
the Sea of Galilee as Jesus and the disciples did 2,000 years ago. We will dock at 
Kibbutz Nof Geonsar and visit the “Ancient Jesus Boat” - the remains of a 2,000 year 
old boat that was discovered in 1986. We will the return to our hotel for dinner.

Meals included: Full Buffett Breakfast and Dinner 
Overnight: Sea of Galilee, Kibbutz Nof Genosar 

After breakfast we will visit Bethsaida, one of the few settlements around the Sea 
of Galilee in the time of Christ. As we drive up to the Golan Heights, our first stop 
will be the site of the ancient Gamla, destroyed by the Romans in 68AC. Known 
as the Golan's Masada, Gamla offers magnificent views over the Sea of Galilee, 
the highest waterfall in Israel and it is also an important archeological site. We will 
visit the Talmudic village to study the Talmudic Period of the 5th century and to 
learn about the other cities of the Golan Heights that were inhabited by Jews since 
the Hasmonian period (2nd century B.C.). From Katzrin we will drive to Tel Faher, 
a pre-1967 Syrian post. We will study the importance of this area and will walk 
along trenches, bunkers and shooting posts, to will learn about the military 
strategies employed by the Syrian army and about the difficult battle of June 1967 
in which Tel Faher was finally conquered by the Golani Brigade, as part of the Six 
Day War. Continue to Tel Bental - one of the chain of extinct volcanoes. Tel Bental 
offers spectacular panoramic views at the crossroads of three countries. We will 
end the day as we return to our restful hotel for dinner.

Day 8 Saturday, May 9, 2015
Bethsaida / Gamala / Golan Heights 

Meals included: Full Buffett Breakfast and Dinner 
Overnight: Sea of Galilee, Kibbutz Nof Genosar 

Day 9 Sunday, May 10, 2015

Tzfat / Caesarea Philippi / Tel Dan

continue to Banias and ancient Caesarea Philippi (Matt. 16.13 and Mark 8.27), 
where Jesus said “on this rock I will built my Church”. We will continue to Dan 
Natural reserve and walk through the area of Tel Dan and the drive of Dan territory. 
In the afternoon we will drive through the natural Hula Valley and the Upper 
Galilee region back to the Sea of Galilee. Return to our hotel for dinner. Prepare 
for departure tomorrow. Enjoy your last evening in Galilee.

Today will be a hiking day. After early breakfast we will meet a kibbutz member 
and take a short walking tour of the Kibbutz and learn about this unique community 
settlement. Also, Today we will discover the Upper Galilee region. We will start our 
day in the town of Tzfat – the birthplace of the Jewish Kabala movement. We will

Meals included: Full Buffett Breakfast and Dinner
Lodging: Sea of Galilee, Kibbutz Nof Genosar 

On our last touring day we will have a relaxing drive along the Lower Galilee and 
the Jezerel valley to the Valley of Armageddon (Revelation 16). We will Visit Megiddo 
(1 Kings 4.28, 9,15, 2 Kings 23,29 & Revel. 16.16) and see the remains from Solomon's 
days, and view the site where the Battle of Armageddon will be fought. A very sobering 
realization. Our Next stop will be Mount Carmel (Muchraka), where Elijah issued his 
challenge to the False Prophets. We will drive to Haifa for a panoramic view of the city. 
We will drive to the beautiful coast of the Mediterranean Sea and stop at Caesarea 
Maritime (Acts 9.30 Acts 10 24-48), which was the center of early Christians. Here 
Cornelius the Centurion and his household were saved and baptized (Acts 10), and it 
was also here where Paul made his defense before Festus and King Agrippa prior to his 
final journey to Rome (Acts 25 & 26). We will finish our day driving to Tel Aviv and will 
end our journey visiting Jaffa (Joppa) and walk through the narrow passages of Old Jaffa,
believed to be the oldest port city in the world. We will celebrate the end of our tour 
with great fellowship, New Friendships and a delicious farewell dinner at a Middle 
Eastern restaurant. After dinner we will drive back to Tel Aviv's Ben Gurion Airport for 
our return flight back home.  

Day 10 Monday, May 11, 2015

Valley of Armageddon / Megiddo / Mt Carmel / Haifa / Old Jaffa / 
Farwell Dinner / Departure
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Day 11   Tuesday, May 12, 2015 Arrival back in the US

Today you will arrive back in Tampa to start planning our next trip to the Holy Land 
and bring someone with you. 

After farewell dinner you will be transferred to the airport and fly to Eilat. 
Take a transfer to our hotel. 

Day 10 Monday, May 11, 2015

Day 11   Tuesday, May 12, 2015
After breakfast, enjoy a full Day tour to the ancient city of Petra, Jordan. You will 
be transferred from your hotel to the Arava border point, cross into Jordan, and 
drive to Petra. Petra was established possibly as early as 312 BC, though it was 
only rediscovered in 1812. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, it was also chosen 
as one of the Smithsonian’s ’28 Places to See Before You Die’ list. A visit to Petra 
is one of the true highlights of any trip to the Middle East, with its red tinged city 
carved by the Nabataeans out of solid rocks, remaining exquisitely preserved 
even to this day. Petra can be entered on foot or in horse drawn carriage. At the 
end of the day, you will be driven back to the Arava border and transferred back 
to your hotel in Eilat. 

*You have the option to skip the Petra tour (although it is highly recommended if 
you haven’t seen Petra, Jordan) and enjoy a Full Free day in Eilat. There are plenty 
of activities. 

Day 12   Wednesday, May 13, 2015
After breakfast enjoy a free day in Eilat. At checkout time please store your 
luggage at the hotel storage room. In the late afternoon take a 5 minutes taxi 
transfer back to the Eilat Airport (taxi on your own). Fly to Tel Aviv and connect 
to your flight back to North America.

Remember to bring your Bible and Notepad as we study 
the Scriptures at each site identified in the Bible.

For more information and registration please contact Candy Hammond 
Tel: (727) 327-0771 or email: office@gccstpete.org

Air & Land Package - $3770 All Taxes Included
Based on min. 33 travelers     Single Room Supplement - $695

Optional 3 Days Extension to Eilat & Petra - $815
 Single Room Supplement - $215

*Travel insurance, Lunches & Tips are not included.  
Please see tour registration form for details

3 Days Extension to Eilat and Petra 
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